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“How did the Two of You Meet?”     Text – Ruth 2       Readings – Deut 24:19-22/Acts 10:9-23.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Earlier this year, my wife and I celebrated our twenty-seventh wedding anniversary.  Some of our elderly members have been privileged to enjoy over 50 years of marriage.  And soon we look forward to celebrating the marriage of Toby and Becks.  And I’m sure that you will all agree that weddings and anniversaries are among the most enjoyable of celebrations.
One of the interesting things about weddings is that there’s always a story behind them.  
It’s probably the case that no two couples meet and fall in love in the same way.  
And this is one of the reasons why when we’re getting to know a couple that we don’t know very well we will often ask, “How did the two of you meet?”  We are curious about the circumstances that brought them together.  Was it love at first sight or did love slowly grow over time? 

Well, Ruth 2 is very much the story of how God brought Ruth and Boaz together.  
One can almost imagine them, many years later, being asked, “How did the two of you meet?”, and then reciting the content of chapter 2: “Well, it all started in a barley field…!”
And I have no doubt also, that as Boaz and Ruth recited the happy circumstances of their meeting, they would be quick to honour the Lord.  For even though the author of this account does not explicitly mention the activity of God in this story, God is very present and very active.  It may be helpful to think of Him as the director of the drama that unfolds on these pages.  God is the one who is busy readying Ruth and Boaz to receive His abundant provision.  
You may remember that last week I mentioned the Hebrew word Hesed; a word we translate as lovingkindness.  It is the type of love shown to the lowly and needy, like widows and orphans, and it is a love that reflects God’s love for sinners.  Well, we shall see it displayed again in this chapter.  So let us take a look at the way this account unfolds and see how it demonstrates that God is a God of steadfast lovingkindness.  

Last time we were together, we saw that chapter 1 ended on an optimistic note.  While Elimelech and his family had left Judah because there was famine in the land, Ruth and Naomi arrived back “as the barley harvest was beginning.”  So Ruth tells Naomi that she wants to go to the barley fields “to pick up the leftover grain.” 

But before we say anymore about that, in v1 the author introduces us to a new character – a man called Boaz.  Now, about 100 years after these events, Solomon will build the great temple in Jerusalem.  And 2 Kings tells us that there were two massive stone pillars at the front of the temple.  One of them was named Boaz, in honour of this man, the Great grandfather of King David.  And right at the end of the Bible, in the Book of Revelation, the Lord Jesus says, “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.”  So those two things together tell us that Boaz is an important man, a godly man, who we do well to observe carefully in terms of his character and behaviour.   For now though, we are simply introduced to him as a relative of Elimelech, and “a man of standing.”  So that means that Boaz is an influential man around town.  The Hebrew words indicate that he is rich, perhaps rich enough to provide a small battalion in times of war.   
Boys and girls, I am sure you remember reading books or watching TV shows when an important character in the story is first introduced.  You don’t know much about this character, but you know, straight away, that they are going to be important in the story.  The way the author introduces them makes this clear.  And this is exactly what we have here.  Watch out for Boaz!  Keep an eye out for Boaz!  He is important.

Well, now we come to the first of the three scenes we want to look at today.  The first scene takes place in the privacy of Naomi’s house.  The second scene will be a public scene in Boaz’s field.  And the third scene, once again, will be a private scene in Naomi’s house.

I.  Firstly then, we witness a conversation in the privacy of Naomi’s house, between Ruth and Naomi.  
A. Now I think you will agree that by now we know who Ruth is.  Right?  It is not like there are several Ruths in the story so that each one needs to be carefully identified; there is just one Ruth.  But just as the author did in v22 of ch. 1, so he does again here in 2:2 – he refers to “Ruth the Moabitess.”  And this is done to emphasize the fact that Ruth is an alien; a stranger; a foreigner.   She doesn’t really belong in Israel.  She is an outsider. 
B. Well, Ruth and Naomi are widows.  They are penniless and they have no land of their own on which to grow food.  And so Ruth the Moabitess asks Naomi if she can go and do what poor people in Israel have to do to get food.  She wants to go and glean.  
1. Now, we read about gleaning in our reading from Deut. 24.  Farmers were commanded to make provision for gleaners.  As they harvested the barley or grain or wheat, they would grab the stalks in one hand and cut them with the other.  If some stalks fell, they had to leave them for the gleaners.  
2. One commentator described gleaning as the equivalent of trying to survive, today, by collecting Aluminium cans for recycling.  It’s hard and dirty work and it will not make you a millionaire!  It will provide, at best, food for the day.

3. And just imagine that there was a law like this today.  Imagine that every business that produced the basic necessities of life was expected to leave whatever fell on the floor for poor people to pick up and use.  Do you think every business owner would be glad to do this?  Some would but others would ignore the rule or make it as difficult for poor people as possible.  And there would even be some who might take advantage of women who were in a desperate situation.  Well, it was the same in Judah.  History books tell us that gleaning to survive was no fun at all.  

4. But notice Ruth’ words here; she wants to glean somewhere “where she will find favour.”  Again, her faith is to the forefront.  She expects a favourable gleaning situation where the Lord will provide for her and Naomi.  And remember, this is Ruth the Moabitess!
5. So Naomi says, “Go ahead, my daughter,’ giving her permission to glean.  

6. Now, we are not told why Naomi did not accompany Ruth to glean.  Perhaps she was simply too old for what was back-breaking work.  But it could also be that the bitterness we read of at the end of ch. 1 has left Naomi with no desire to do anything.  Well, whatever the case, you and I know from our own experience that when trouble and hardship comes into our lives, the first casualty is our confidence in the love and kindness of God.  And this can lead to depression and inactivity; we stop going to church or Bible study, and the downward spiral just gets worse and worse.  But Brothers and Sisters, God’s love for us in the Lord Jesus Christ is unchanging!  If we can lift up our eyes and look to the cross and remind ourselves of the depths of God’s love displayed there, then how can we doubt His desire to give us all that we need for life and faith?  If we can see Him again as our loving Father in heaven, we can take the first steps of faith and obedience again.
II.  Well, now we come to the second scene, the public scene in Boaz’s barley field.  
A. Ruth has found a place to glean.  And we read, “As it turned out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz.”  
1. Now, Brothers and Sisters, you might be surprised to learn that the words “as it turned out” could be translated as “luckily!”  The Hebrew suggests, “By chance, she chanced to glean in Boaz’s field.”  
2. Now, I hope you know that there is no such thing as luck or chance.  Boys and girls, we should not talk about luck or being lucky, because God is a God who is sovereignly in control of all things.  So we should talk about being blessed, for example, and not being lucky.
3. Ruth came to Boaz’s field by the providence of God; God brought her to this field.  

4. The author of this book has written his account like this to emphasize that Ruth did not plan this.  She did not organize it that she ended up in the field of a relative.  So, the author uses this kind of ironic term to show us that God is the main character at work here in the events of this story.  God is the director of this drama.

B. And we see the same thing with v4.  For not only is Ruth in the field, but, wouldn’t you know it, just at that very moment, luckily, Boaz arrives!  Can you believe this!  
1. Boaz comes to check on the harvest and his character is immediately revealed in the beautiful way he greets his workers: “The Lord be with you!”  And his workers respond by saying, “The Lord bless you!”  So we are left in no doubt at all about who Boaz serves.  
C. And Boaz notices that someone unfamiliar is present.  So he asks his foremen about Ruth; “Whose young woman is that?”  And the foreman explains in v6 that she is the Moabitess who is with Naomi.  
D. His words in verse 7 are difficult to translate from the Hebrew.  Our Bibles have it that she asked to glean and has been busy gleaning since then, except for a short break in the shelter.   But another English version has the second half of the verse like this: "Thus she came and has remained from the morning until now; she has been sitting in the house for a little while."  
1. You see, congregation, Ruth’s request in v7, which is to “glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters,” is quite unusual.  Gleaners usually followed the cutters and grabbed to odd stalk that fell down as they cut.  But when the harvesters had cut their bundles they would place them in piles at the end of rows.  And later, when they collected the piles, they would scoop them up.  Inevitably though, a good number would be missed in the scoop.  Ruth wanted to do her gleaning there, because the pickings would be richer.  And remember that Ruth told Naomi that she would glean where she found favour in someone’s eyes.  So it could be that Ruth has made this unusual request hoping and trusting that the Lord would provide for her and Naomi in this extra generous way.  And that would mean that the foreman has waited until Boaz arrived so he could deal with it, since they are his fields.  

E. Well, having heard this request, Boaz now responds.  And the way he responds is equally incredible!  He calls Ruth, “My daughter,” just as Naomi did, in v2.  This indicates he is older than Ruth.  He agrees to her request and gives her a place amongst his servant girls.  He tells her that she will be completely safe.  And to top it all off, he gives her permission to drink from the water jars the men have filled.  
F. Now, Ruth knows a good thing when she hears it!  She knows that she has found favour in this man’s eyes, who has given her is even more than she dared to ask for.  Do you remember that prayer from Ephesians 3 that I mentioned last week?  In the prayer, God is described as the one who can do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.”  And what we read here is an example of that.  
G. So in v10, Ruth then asks Boaz why he has done this for “a foreigner?”  And in vv11-12, we have the literary and theological centre of this whole book!  Boaz indicates that he knows Ruth and what she has done.  He says, “May the Lord repay you for what you have done.  May you be richly rewarded by the Lord.”  And then he gives this beautiful image of the Lord protecting Ruth under His wings, like a mother bird does with its young.  As we have already said, many times, this Book is about God’s lovingkindness.  And in v13, Ruth thanks him for the extraordinary comfort and kindness that he has shown to her.  Boaz has shown Hesed; lovingkindness to this needy widow who is a foreigner!  And if you know your Bibles, you will know that this is not normally how the Jews treat foreigners or Gentiles, right!  The Jews were very arrogant and unkind toward foreigners.  
1. So why does Boaz acts in this way toward Ruth?  Well, it is in part because of Boaz’ own background.  Do you know Boaz’ mother was?  Matthew 1:5 tells us that Boaz’ mother was Rahab; the prostitute from Jericho who became an Israelite.  So Boaz knew all about outsiders and the way that they were treated by the Jews.  He had probably been bullied as a boy and endured all the rest of the stuff that comes to those who are considered outsiders.  
2. And there is a lesson in this for us, People of God.   The Bible, from cover to cover, calls on the Lord’s people to show kindness to the widow, the orphan, the poor, the homeless, and the stranger in the land.  In fact, while there are all sorts of ways you and I might define true religion, James 1:27 defines it in this way: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress…”   Are you, are we, looking after orphans and widows and foreigners/immigrants?  You might think, Yes, offerings/deacons and the Kindy.  But what about you?  You know, it can be very lonely when you are a widow or a widower.  The days can pass by so slowly.  Do you visit them?  Do you invite them to your place?  And if that seems daunting, ask a Deacon to introduce you.    
3. Boaz is a reminder of what practical Christianity should look like.  Boaz considers this woman who has no husband, no land, and no inheritance, and he provides.  Boaz cares.  Boaz is concerned.  Boaz does more than the bare minimum.  And Boaz does it himself.

H. But congregation, we would be remiss if we stopped there and just said let’s all behave like Boaz.  For ultimately Boaz is pointing us to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
1. In Isaiah 49, we read a prophecy about the coming of Jesus as the Servant of the Lord.  There we are told that He will restore the land and reassign its desolate inheritances.  He will say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!”  They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill.  “They will neither hunger nor thirst … He who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of water.”  
2. And this is exactly what Jesus did when He came to earth; He showed practical compassion and kindness to the sick and the outcast and the downtrodden.  
3. And the link between Boaz and the Lord Jesus is made even plainer in what Boaz does next.  For he invites her to a meal and gives her way more than she needs.  He makes even more abundant provision for her gleaning with his instructions to his workers to pull out the odd sheaf and leave it for her!  And what is the meal that Boaz provides for Ruth?  It is bread and wine!  Boaz summons Ruth, a woman who has no right, in and of herself, to sit at His table.  And he feeds her bread and wine!  What a beautiful image of the way the Lord Jesus Christ provides for sinners – forgiveness, family of God.  And next Sunday, despite the fact that we have no right in and of ourselves to be there, the Lord Jesus will welcome us to His table, and feeds us with bread and wine!  
4. So yes, this is the story of how Ruth and Boaz meet.  But it is so much more than that.  God is teaching His people that He is the God of abundant provision!  And His abundant provision is seen most wonderfully in the Lord Jesus!  
III.  Well, as the chapter draws to a close, we move on to return to a private scene in Naomi’s house.  
A. In v17, we are given another summary verse and told that Ruth gleaned in the field until evening.  She then threshes her gleanings and it weighs in at an extraordinary amount, perhaps something like 12 ice-cream containers of barley, perhaps more.  So she takes t home and shows Naomi who is amazed.  And to top it all off she produces some food that she was given to eat.  
B. And then as we come to v19, we see that Naomi is starting to see the hand of the Lord at work in all of this.  In Deuteronomy 24, where the gleaning command is given, it says that this is to be done “so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.”  And Naomi immediately sees that God has been busy for Ruth and her by saying, “Where did you glean today?  Where did you work?  Blessed be the man who took notice of you.”  And Ruth reveals that it was Boaz.  And Naomi says, “The Lord bless Him.”  
C. And immediately, it seems that her whole outlook on life is changed from one of bitterness to one of hope!  No longer is Yahweh the one who has afflicted her and made her life bitter.  Now, He is the one who continues to show kindness to the living and the dead.  And she tells Ruth that Boaz is a Kinsmen-redeemer, before instructing Ruth to stay in his field. 

1. Now, we will return to this Kinsmen–Redeemer thing in a subsequent sermon, God willing.  But, here again, we are being readied by the author for the next chapter of this wonderful story.  We don’t know if marriage entered Boaz’ mind at this first meeting.  But Naomi is alert to the hand of God’s providence.  She wants Ruth to remain where Boaz is, because Boaz is a man who has family obligations; obligations that could lead – who knows where (Point to wedding ring)!  You can just see Naomi’s mind spinning!

D. The chapter ends by revealing that Ruth does indeed stay close to the servant girls of Boaz.  The outsider is now on the inside.  The one who did not belong now has a place where she belongs.  
1. Earlier on we read from Acts 10 and Peter’s vision of the unclean animals let down from heaven.  God wanted to show Peter that He had a plan for the Gentiles; they too were to be included amongst those who belonged to Him.  
2. And here, in our story, we see that Ruth is among the first fruits of the Gentile harvest.  She is brought from the outside to the inside.  God weaves her in to the story of salvation.  
E. Well, the closing words of the chapter tell us that Ruth “lived with her mother-in-law.”  The author of Ruth wants us to see that despite all the excitement of this meeting between Ruth and Boaz, there is more of the story to be told.  Even though she is now close to the servant girls of Boaz, she is not yet close enough to Boaz himself.  More needs to be done, by God, in order for the story to come to its conclusion.   
F. What we are learning though is that God is a God of Hesed – lovingkindness.   Lamentations 3:22-23 says this, “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” And all God’s people said, Amen!
